And So It Growsces

Tha nffoxts of a specific local develap-
ex8 1§ paying oif in the pressnt and will
benefit Dacatur evan more so In tha -
near futura, Devalopes, Jobn Cardwall
heleves tivat the nucleus of our city fg
our dawntown atea, and that ft is cen-
wallylocated for all, He supports the
growing nadonel send of reavirecting
tha “community neighborhaod” con-
cept, and 1 persanally and profisslonal- -
ly giving his best effort to make thoss
ideas hecome a reality In downown
Decatun

Tin the past two years, Cardswell has
purchased same ciitical downtown

. bulidings and used his vision to create
some highty henefcial solutiona-to soma
probiera focationa. Shuce bis success
with the renovation of the Profassionsl
Budlding, he has movad ort to buy fimimy
Ryan's Restauvant as well as the building
and turned it fato a tenant flled snter-
prise ranamed Ona Main Place. Bxpect
to sa6 the Witd Dalsy GIR Shop (ewned
iy Joyce Rhodes) to open. In the lower
Tovel 0f One Maln Placs by mid-
September, whera hasle convenience
stoxe drems along with a news stand andt
Deeatug souvenivs will e for sale.

" Caxdwall also purchased the former
2 Dora bullding which wow hauses The
Grand Design, alongwith-a rented otte-
bedzaom apdrementupstaire, His most
recentacquisiion has been the Flova
Gema bullding. Not to worry, thaugh,
Hlora Gemg is staying with a long-term
lease dgreement. Cardwell planato
Snvast $200,600 ar rere for knprave.
ments to the building to attrack upscale
mofessionsls 1o locate there. Cusrently
there is 8,000 square fest availahie for
use.

His heliefis that dewntown is atill in
need of mors diversity in order to fully
echieva the cormunity nelghborhaod
concept of years ago, The need for.a full
service phamacy along with moare retail
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Iofin Carduwelt

shops, nighttirne entertalnogert and
more restaurant chofces is tantalizing
more and mors developera to reevaluate
tha valute of dowmtown investment. The
eost factor of 38 to S10 per square faotin
d downtewn lacatlon s an appealing:
factorvarsus the posslble 18 to $20 per
square faot cost ina mall locavion,

Laura Guy, Executive Vice Fresldant of
tha Downtown Decatur Covmcil says,
“T'va received morg calls from down-
torwn bullding owners searching for new
tenants during the lost two montha then.
T hevahad ol ysar long.” She further
gtates that ghefeels this s highly lndica-
tive of the menasiog detnand fora
downtovwm Jocation.

Cardwall corprnends that clty govern-
raant overall is more suppertive and
proactive in the rasurgerce of down-
taws. His philosophy is similar to an old
long-standing commercial tag line: “Tey
- yowll tika [t" He urges citizens to
shop downtowa, browse'through the
atares, eat af the regtaurants and really
Find out just how much is happening in
downtobn Decatur. -

Emﬁwagwenewriwi 'Spirii Lives On.

“Webster’s Dicionary defines an
entrepreneur 45 one who organizes, .
manages, and assumes therisksafx |
business or epterprse, O, in other

. words, a potential workaholfe! Just

" aak one of the following busingss
-awhers for their views on that pavticu-
lax word, and F'm sure they'll agrea
with the synonym of workaholle, bur
maore likaly will tatk more about their
love and satisfaction of their chosen
field of business.

Por Instance, take the Victorfana
Bed and Breskfast ocated at 640 W,
iain. Tha spirited woman who con-

" ceived this business is Notma
Hickenpottorn, atd sha truly givas
new meaning to the word determined.
She has single-liendedly testorad the

A Grand Thanks

Peggy Phipps

Wewish to extend a very speclal
“Thank you® to The Travsfor Reglster for
featuring us at "The Grand Design” in
thelr July/August jssue, Tt assisted v in
announcing our move to dewntown with -
gracs and excitement. We arénow back
o our daily rautine of servicing ellents

entire house herself from tap to bot-
torn not fong after her hushand
passed away. A self-taught person,
she ralies on books and refentless
detexmination to teach herself what
ghe neads to know about restoxing a
house, She has turned this building
Inte alovely, unique bed and brsok-
fast that she primarliy gears toward
corporate executives whe are in town
for fonger stays. And-as her busineas
continaes to grow, she spends her
spare time (hahl) being actvely
involyed with the Decatur communi-
ty, paxticularly NWRAPS, 4 group
facused on the restoration of ald
buildings in our city. Give hera callat
428-0837 ot stop by and appraciate
her offorts.

and are andous tn meet hew peppla as
they stop in ta ses us and Teatn mors
about “who we are.”

We are ook forward to planning our
Grand Opaning eady this fall. Ourhowrs
ars Monday through Priday 9-4.m, 16§
pin, and sthediled appointments en
waakends, ’




